
the impoverished, so it is important 
to note what is actually included (see 
the left side bar)  

 

There are many credible resources on 
poverty today, but it is crucial to look at 
your source when trying to conduct an 
analysis .   

Nothing should be taken as the final 
answer, for many times experts will 
contradict each other or will be influ-
enced by another party.   

For example, The World Bank has been 
criticized for being too influenced by 
the USɀ for the US is its main share-
holder and political protector. 

*All statistics and estimates take into 
account relative Purchasing Power 
Parity (PPP) 

Hunger, disease, no shelter, nor 
educationɀ Which one is it?  
Poverty can have many different 
faces, but it is always something 
that makes people powerless.  
The definition is culturally deter-
mined, but it is the lack of the 
essentials in some form: 

Material resources: food, 
water, shelter 

Social resources: education, 
health care, political power 

 The World Bank describes pov-
erty as: Ȱ ! ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÁÎÔ 
to escapeɀ it is a call for all to 
ÁÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ  

But to even begin to understand 
poverty, one has to look at it 
through the lens of the popula-
tion.  Defining, measuring, and 
studying poverty requires differ-
ent tools and assumptions that 
demand thorough environ-
mental analysis.   

First , it is important to under-
stand the different levels of pov-
erty (See the left side bar for a 
complete description) - It varies 
in intensity, as well as measure-
ment.   

How does one measure poverty?  

Is it based on just income or 
something more, like consump-
tion?  

 Most measurements only con-
sider income when determining 

World map showing the percentage of people living under less than a $1 a day 

A German man in poverty relative to 

ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÈÉÍȢ ȬΦά 

What Is Global Poverty?  

Where Is It? 

Global Poverty    
I C E  P o v e r t y  I c e  B l o c k  5 ,  G r o u p  2 

P o i n t s  o f      

M e a s u r e m e n t 

EXTREME POVERTY:                             

Living for less than $1 a 
day 

Not being able to afford 
the most basic necessi-
ties to ensure survival 

8 million people a year 
die from absolute pov-
erty 

MODERATE POVERTY:   

Earning about $1 to $2 a 
day 

Enables households to 
just barely meet their 
basic needs 

Still must forgo many 
thingsɂeducation, 
health care 

The smallest misfortune 
threatens survival 

RELATIVE POVERTY:                        

Household has an in-
come below national 

average 

C o m m o n          

F a u l t  L i n e s 

Individual or household? 

More than Monetary?    
-autonomy, self-
esteem, participation 

Snapshot or timeline?  

Actual or potential 
poverty? 

Extreme or relative 
poverty? 

Objective or subjective 
perceptions of poverty? 

http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-purchasing-power-parity.htm


P a g e  2  

"Wars against nations 

are fought to change 

maps; wars against 

poverty are fought to 

map change." 

Muhammad Ali  

What Are the Causes?  

                      7ÈÏȭÓ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ %ÎÄ  )Ôȩ   

Who Is Affected and How?    
GOVERNMENT As poverty 
increases, governments tend 
to lose the will to enforce law, 
thus illegal traffic thrives in 
poorer countries.  

CHILD LABOR  76% of world 
living with HIV/AIDs is living in 
Africa.  Poor, sick families that 
receive no public aid generally 
require their children to con-
tribute to family income. Ac-
cordingly, under-developed 
countries have the most chil-
dren not enrolled in school.  
Unfortunately, education is the 
only way for them to secure a 
better future. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION  
(deforestation, water pollution, etc.) 
It is often said that though poor 
countries are not responsible for 
most of the global warming, they will 
be the first ones put at stake and the 
least prepared to face its effects.  

DEPRESSION Poverty can seem like 
a tunnel with no light. 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

Cartoon of  Olle, 2002 

Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs)ɂeight objectives to accel-
erate human development, 
achieve universal equality, and 
attain a more peaceful world by 
2015. 

One Campaignɀ Focuses on mak-
ing poverty a higher priority. 

Bono, the lead singer in U2, is a key world leader 
in the fight against poverty  

INEQUALITY IN INCOME  pre-
vents economic growth from 
benefiting those who need it 
most. The wider the income gap, 
the less poverty decreases. The 
rich benefit from the growth while 
the poor see little. The rich are 
motivated to keep the poor de-
pendent  to prevent competition 
and retain control. Until the in-
come gap in impoverished coun-
tries shrinks, economic growth will 
not significantly decrease poverty. 

 

 

 

 

 

CORRUPTION prevents those in 
need from receiving aid. Many 
groups will not help the problem 
until they can be sure their money is 
going where it shouldɂcorrupt 
leaders often make self-interested 
decisions that benefit themselves at 
the expense of their subjects.  Pov-
erty cannot be controlled until cor-
ruption is stamped out. 

LACK OF EDUCATION  prevents 
impoverished countries from com-
peting in an increasingly knowledge
-driven global economy. A billion 
people entered the year 2000 un-
able to read or write their own 
name. Impoverished countries can-
not get out of poverty until their 
populations are educated. 

While there are many causes to 
global poverty, some have more 
influence than others. 

DEBT is required to create infra-
structure in developing nations. To 
pay off their debt the poor must 
export more cash crops that the 
West requires, causing huge price 
wars. This causes the exported re-
sources to lose value.  

As a result, governments must fur-
ther increase their exports to stabi-
lize their currency. Labor becomes 
less valuable, regulations become 
more lax, capital flows become 
more volatile, and a spiraling race 
to the bottom results where impov-
erished countries will do nearly 
anything to satiate the West.  

How much do you 

know? 

Take this Poverty Quiz 

by Columbia  

University  

 

G l o b a l  P o v e r t y    

 

I m p o r t a n t       

S t a t i s t i c s 

-5.8 million children die 

each year from hunger-

ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÃÁÕÓÅÓȢ ȬΦΫ 

-3.3 billion people suffer 

at any time from a water 

quality-ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅȢ Ȭ Φά 

-It is estimated that 100 

million people live with 

ÎÏ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒȢ ȬΦέ 

-Illegal drug trafficking 

accounts for 8% of global 

trade. Prostitution gener-

ates $52 billion annu-

allyȢ  ȬΦέ 

-175 million children 

between 5 and 17 undergo 

labor conditions that do not 

ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÁÆÅÔÙȢ ȬΦΪ 

Poverty within a population en-
dangers human safety, dignity and 
life.  Poverty is a key player in the 
following:  

HUNGER The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) estimates 
that 13 % of the world population 
is suffering from hunger, a prob-
lem experiencing little progress 
over the past 40 years.   

WATER 1.2 billion people have no 
access to safe water. Almost all of 
them live in under-developed and 
developing countries. The Human 
Development Report indicates 
that water is 10 times more costly 
in certain African countries than in 
big cities, such as New York. 

http://epdc.org/images/data/WorldMaps/OutofSchool.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vddX4n30sXY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph2VRFoS4d8
http://www.id21.org/insights/insights31/insights-iss31-art00.html
http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/item.shtml?x=51975
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2004/06/29/000160016_20040629140654/Rendered/PDF/wps3321.pdf
http://www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/SAP.asp
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/eiquizzes/quiz.php?qid=2
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/img/photos/learnmore/
http://www.fao.org/es/ess/faostat/foodsecurity/FSMap/flash_map.htm

