
As a single Haitian mother, Hosanna struggles to care for a boy, Naitil, she found living alone on the 

streets.  He wears the same filthy clothes every day.  “My skin itches all over,” he says, embarrassed 

at the bumps covering his skin. 

 

Hosanna knows that the dirt rubs his skin raw, but she doesn’t have the money to purchase detergent, 

clothing, or shoes.  If he doesn’t receive help soon, the dirt will continue to eat away at his skin,  

causing open sores to develop.  This leaves Naitil susceptible to the deadly typhoid fever bacteria 

common in the local filthy river, his only source for drinking and bathing water.        

T o  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  s o m e o n e ,  w a l k  a  m i l e  i n  t h e i r  s h o e s . . .   
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Haiti is the most poverty-stricken nation in the Western  

Hemisphere.  80% of Haitians live under the poverty line, and 

54% live in abject poverty.  While they commonly blame 

themselves for their situation, impoverished Haitians have 

little to no power to bring about change. 

Capital: Port-au-Prince 

Population: 8,706,497 

Population growth rate: 2.453% (2007 est.) 

Ethnic groups: black 95%, mulatto and white 5% 

Language: French (upper class) and Creole (lower class) 

Religion: Roman Catholicism (80%) and voodoo (50%) 

% who live in rural areas: two-thirds 

 

GDP (purchasing power parity): $15.82 billion (2007 est.) 

GDP – real growth rate: 3.5% (2007 est.) 

Population below poverty line: 80% (2003 est.) 

Agricultural products: coffee, mangoes, sugarcane, rice, corn 

(Net) Imports: 1.289 billion 

Currency: gourde 

Haiti at a Glance 

In comparison to other countries in the 

Latin American region, Haiti is unques-

tionably the poorest of the poor.  Haiti’s 

adjusted Purchasing Power Parity GDP 

per capita is less than half that of Bo-

livia, which has the second lowest GDP 

per capita in the region. Poverty in Haiti 

is deeper and more pervasive than in the 

rest of Latin America.   

 

Within Haiti, 77% of its extremely poor 

reside in rural areas.  Since approxi-

mately two-thirds of the population lives 

in rural areas, extreme poverty in Haiti is 

predominately a rural phenomenon. 

Haiti is infamously recognized as the 

poorest country in Latin America.  To 

attempt to grasp the severity of Haiti’s 

situation, consider the fact that four-

fifths of its population is defined as poor 

and lives on less than $2 USD per per-

son per day.  Furthermore, over half of 

the Haitian population, or approximately 

4.5 million people, are considered ex-

tremely poor and live on less than $1 

USD per person per day. 

Geographic Distribution of Poverty in Haiti 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=dgZH8lljB3c&feature=related
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html
http://stir.org.au/stir/Content.aspx?topicID=79
http://maps.maplecroft.com/
http://www.fafo.no/pub/rapp/755/755.pdf
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The above diagram illustrates how impoverished individuals have little power 

to change their circumstances. Change must begin at the top and the effects 

ñtrickle down.ò 

areas have for drinking, bathing, cleaning, 
and cooking.  In fact, only 6 out of 10 Hai-
tians have access to clean water, and most 
access is concentrated in the city.  Water 
borne illnesses account for 80% of all dis-
eases in Haiti.  Lack of education and re-
sources make it hard for Haitians to stay 
healthy.  Common diseases include HIV, 
tuberculosis, leptospirosis, malaria and 
diarrhea.  Close quarters worsen the situa-
tion.  Overpopulation in city slums, such 
as those in Port-au-Prince, is exacerbated 
by the flood of rural families looking for 
increased opportunity.  Unfortunately, there 
are few jobs in cities as well.   
With no money, the majority of Haitians 

The unemployment rate in Haiti is approxi-
mately 60%.  Two-thirds of the labor force 
lives in rural areas, but the widespread soil 
erosion has dramatically decreased agricul-
tural yields.  As a result, poor housing is 
common in Haiti.  Small “houses” are often 
made of sticks and woven plant materials.  
It is estimated that 700,000 people live in 
substandard conditions and that 300,000 
people are homeless.  Poor sanitation 
occurs because only urban areas have 
sewage and garbage facilities; only 34% of 
Haitians use satisfactory sanitation facili-
ties.  Those without sewage and garbage 
facilities often contaminate water supplies.  
Contaminated water is all that many rural 

suffer from malnutrition.  Most eat only 
one adequate meal every three days, re-
sorting to eating cookies made of dirt, salt 
and butter to fill their stomachs.  Malnutri-
tion among children leads to a lack of cog-
nitive development.  Lack of medical care, 
education and malnutrition are major driv-
ers of the high infant mortality rate in 
Haiti, 63.83 out of 1,000 births.  Even if the 
child does survive infantry, there’s only a 
27% chance they will live to see their fifth 
birthday.  In addition, many women die 
giving birth.  Women in Haiti are in a pre-
carious situation, because birth control is 
a rarity.  Lack of education and resources 
prevents its use.  
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Root Causes of Poverty in Haiti 
 
Political instability 
In the past, Haiti has experienced numerous upris-
ings and violent revolutions. 
 
Corruption among elites 
Haiti was recently ranked as the most corrupt na-
tion in the world.  Many of Haiti’s top leaders have 
been discovered as important players in the co-
caine trade.   
 
Poor investment climate 
Both foreign and domestic investment in Haiti is 
severely low due to government instability and a 
lack of infrastructure. 
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http://icepoverty.pbwiki.com/Root-Causes-of-Poverty-in-Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Haitian_history

